
ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

In the beginning was the Word.  ~ The Gospel of John 
 

PRELUDE                   “How Great our Joy!”         arr. Jack Schrader 
 

WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS EVE  
 

Christmas Eve is the great unifier, the opening of all doors. 
If you’re not sure what to think or believe,  

you’ve come to the right church. 
If you’re searching for loving inclusion,  

you’ve come to the right community. 
If you’ve stayed away, unsure of how to return,  

you’ve come to the right service. 
Whoever you are, or wherever you might be on life’s journey, 

you’re welcome here, always. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE 
Leo Gehlhoff  

Abigail Wagner 
 

Leader:  Because injustice and despair threaten to overwhelm 
us, we pray for hope. 

 

People: Because ploughshares are beaten into swords, we 
pray for peace.  

 

Leader: Because grief and loss weigh so heavily, we pray  
for joy. 

 

People:  Because hatred is openly encouraged, we pray  
for love.  

 

Leader: God has come to us as a child. Christ is present in 
our world.   
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People: May the light and the fire from these candles burn 
away all that is preventing the God of hope, peace, 
joy, and love from being born within and among 
us. 

 

Leader: Friends, be not afraid, even now - even now – the 
Light shines in the darkness and is not 
overwhelmed. 

 

All:  Joy to the World, the Lord of Christmas is here! 
 
*  CAROL                    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   
 
*  OPENING PRAYER 
 

O wondrous God, we come tonight with breathless wonder 
to see the newborn child who changed our world. We hear 
the names “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Prince 
of Peace,” and we are in awe. Grace us with the Divine 
presence of love. Bring us close to your Holy embrace. May 
we never tire of this story. May we never take it for 
granted. Amen. 

 
*  PASSING THE PEACE  
 

This night no one is a stranger. All are joined as one family through the 
birth of the Christ Child. Please turn to those near you and wish them a 

 

 Merry Christmas! 
 
CHRISTMAS STORY                 Luke 2: 1 – 14            (Pt. 1) 
 
*  CAROL            “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 
 
FIRST REFLECTION   
 

Rev. Dr. Guillermo Márquez-Sterling 
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