
 

 

Hope Lives Here 

 

 
 

January 4, 2026 
Epiphany Sunday 

Communion Sunday 
 

 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

“They came from otherwhere but still they found; 
In palaces, found those who sold and bought him,                             

But in the filthy stable, hallowed ground.                                                                                                          
Their courage gives our questing hearts a voice                                                                                          

to seek, to find, to worship, to rejoice.” 
 

Guite, Malcolm. Sounding the Seasons: 70 Sonnets for the Christian 
Year: Seventy sonnets for Christian year. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Whoever you are or wherever you  
might be on life’s journey.  

You are welcome here. 
 

*Congregation standing in body or in spirit 
 

PRELUDE                              "How Great Thou Art"        
                                                                                            arr. Mark Hayes 

Alec Wilkes, piano 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                      
 

Leader: O God of light and peace, whose glory, shining  
 in the child of Bethlehem, still draws the nations to 

yourself: dispel the darkness that shrouds our path, 
 

People: that we may come to kneel before Christ in true 
worship, offer him our hearts and souls, and return 
from his presence to live as he has taught. Amen. 

 

*CAROL                    “O Come All You Faithful”                      (vs 1&3) 
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* GATHERING PRAYER 
Bright Morning Star, your light has come, 
and the birth of Jesus has overwhelmed us with joy. 
Like the magi of long ago, may we be drawn to you 
and offer you such gifts as we are able. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM                    "Brightest and Best"  
arr. Vicki Tucker Courtney 

CRR Chancel Choir 
 

SCRIPTURE READING          Matthew 2: 1-12 
 

CAROL RESPONSE                     "We Three Kings"           (vs 1 & 5) 
 

SERMON  “What Makes the Wisemen, Wise?” 
 

GIFT OF MUSIC             "Star of Bethlehem"             John Williams 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our communion table is open to all.  
Prayerfully approach, as you are able.   

Gluten-free bread is available.  
If you wish to remain seated,  

an usher will take the elements to you.  
 

Leader:    The Holy One be with you 
People:   And also, with you 
Leader: Open your hearts to the One who is Love 
People: We open our hearts to you, O God 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God, who welcomes the stranger 
People: To the One who reaches across every border, we give 

thanks and praise 
 

In wonder of your expansive embrace, we give you praise, O God. 
Through your radical welcome, you reveal the limitations of our  
own imaginations. You break down walls and boundaries we don’t 
even realize we have erected.                                                               3 



Therefore, we join our voices with your people on earth and all 
the company of the heavens, offering praise to you, 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy One 
God of justice and love 
Heaven and earth are full of your wonder 
Hosanna among us 
 

You move in mysterious ways, O God. This journey with you is 
filled with more questions than answers. Each time we think we 
have you figured out, you surprise us again, revealing yourself in 
new ways. In Jesus, we saw your radical welcome of strangers 
extended in challenging ways. Ways that disrupt our traditions 
and unsettle our comfort zones. 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his 
companions. 
 

He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said: 
“This is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it saying: 
“This cup that is poured out is the new covenant.”                           
In remembrance of all you have done to save us, 
we proclaim the mystery of our faith:                                                  
 

Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 

May the same Spirit that lifted Christ from the grave be poured 
out on these gifts. Make this bread and this cup be an extension of 
your welcome that knows no bounds. Fill us with the courage and 
faith to join you in the work of tearing down walls that exclude 
and pointing to the Sacred in the margins. In collective longing for 
a taste of your Kingdom on earth, we join in echoing the prayer of 
Jesus: singing together…                                                                     
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING AT THE TABLE – sharing the bread and the cup 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

God, this meal we shared together is a remembrance of your 
radical embrace of the outcast and oppressed. May it strengthen 
us as we open our minds and hearts to new ways of recognizing 
your presence among us. Amen. 
 

MOMENT OF GIVING 
Consider your generous giving as an expression of your faith. You 
can also make a donation via our QR code. 
 

*CLOSING CAROL        "The First Noel"                  (vs 3, 5, 6) 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                
 

POSTLUDE:                   "Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart"      
arr. John Innes 

*********** 
Leading today’s worship service 

Rev. Dr. Guillermo Márquez-Sterling               Pastor 
Rev. Dr. David Stabenfeldt                                Guest Preacher 
Dr. Ryan Holder                       Choir Director 
Rev. Dr. Margaret Gramley                                              Liturgist 
 

WE NEED AND APPRECIATE YOUR HELP to de-green the           
church on Saturday, January 10 @ 9am. 



Next week we welcome The Rev. Dr. Derrick 
Elliott as our guest preacher. He serves the 
Southwest Conference of the United Church 
of Christ as Associate Conference Minister 
for Authorization, Accountability, and 
Discernment. He supports the authorization 
process of clergy, ministry leaders, and 
mentors within accountability, guiding  

them through their discerning process in exploring one's call to 
the ministry. 
 

Rev. Dr. Elliott enjoys gardening, cycling, swimming, and running. 
So far, he has completed five sprint triathlons. He has been 
married for almost twenty years and values family and friends 
dearly as he nurtures relationships that continue to bless him in 
and out of the ministry. 

 
 

 
To give in a way that is not only simple 
and safe, but also efficient and cost-
effective for the church, please scan the 
QR code. 

 
 

 
To learn more about our church, visit our website at 

www.churchoftheredrocks.com 
 

To speak with the pastor or lay leader,  
call the church office at (928) 282 -7963  

receptionist@churchoftheredrocks.com  
Sedona, AZ 86326               

http://www.churchoftheredrocks.com/

