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Order of Service

“There is no power for change greater than a community
discovering what it cares about.”

Margaret J. Wheatley

* DREAMERS PROCLAMATION Please stand as you're able

People of God, look up and all around. God is giving us
new hope, of a new possibility, for people everywhere.

We are the inheritors of a dream and the progenitors
of a new one.

Sixty-five years ago, our spiritual ancestors dreamt of a
new church, one that made real the love of God. We stand
on the dream, work and donations of generations that
preceded us.

We turn to God who endows us with new dreams for a
new tomorrow, for our church to serve as a beacon of
hope in a world thirsty for it.

New generations depend on us. They are not here yet, but
they are just around the corner, just around the despair,
listening for signs of life.

Our lives proclaim the love of God. Come, all you who
are weary. Come, all you who want to change the
world. Come. Hope lives here.

* OPENING HYMN and PROCESSION
“In the Sweet By and By” Traditional




* OPENING PRAYER

Creating and eternal God, you met Moses on Mount
Sinai and empowered him to be an emissary of hope
and liberation. You met Ezekiel in a vision and spoke
through him to a people who had lost hope. You met
our Savior, Jesus the Christ, and worked through him
to provide a new understanding of Grace and Love.
Meet us here, today, and instill in our hearts a new
sense of purpose. That we might become your light in
times of darkness, your song of hope in moments of
despair. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

* SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Peace is a central component of our faith. The Body of
Christ is called to work for peace in a world that often
glorifies violence. On this day, may we extend words of
peace to each other.

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you.
(Turn to your neighbors and offer words of peace to them)

GIFT OF MUSIC “Be Thou My Vision”  arr. Joel Raney

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENT

Whoever you are, or wherever you are on life’s journey
You are welcome here.

EPISTLE READINGS
Philippians 3:13-14
Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what

lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.




Hebrews 10:24-25

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.

ANTHEM “God’s Promises” arr. David Schmidt
CRR Chancel Choir
Sedona Academy of Chamber Singers

SERMON Rev. Dr. Toni Hawkins
Faith Forward: 65 Years and Still Becoming

GIFT OF MUSIC “I Dream a World” Mark A. Miller
Mia Murray, soloist

RECOGNITION FROM THE SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE

People of God, it is not by chance that you have been called
to this place and time. Together, as a Christian community,
we rise to answer God’s call.

God has blessed us with 65 years of mission and
ministry as the Church of the Red Rocks. With
thanksgiving for the past and hope for the future, we
dedicate our lives to the mission of building up the
Body of Christ.

Almighty God, we give you thanks for the church united
in vision and purpose. When we called on your name,
you made your presence known. When we prayed, you
revealed your Will to us. When we preached your Word
and administered your Sacraments, your Spirit was in
our midst.




Empower us with your Spirit, O God, that we might
proclaim your Gospel to all people and model a love
that breaks down the prejudices and barriers which
divide us, so that we might be one in Christ Jesus.

We look to tomorrow, Blessed One, knowing that future
generations will be able to build on the work we do today.
With the hope you have instilled in us, help us to bless
those who have been marginalized and oppressed. With
the joy and assurance of our faith, help us to build this
church for all people.

This we pray in the name of the One who sustains and
redeems us, Jesus Christ our Risen Savior. Amen

MOMENT OF GIVING

In gratitude for all we have received, in faith for the work
we do together, and in joy for the love of God, we place an
offering today. A QR code is available for those who wish
to use digital means.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “River of Dreams” Billy Joel

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Loving and eternal God, bless these gifts that they
might further the work of your church, reach those in
need of hope, strength and vision. We sing words of
praise and gratitude like our ancestors did in this very
room, 65 years ago.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.

* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE “He Keeps Me Singing” arr. Mark Hayes




NEIGHBORS IN NEED
A Special Mission Collection
Sunday, October 26 and November 2

This time of the year, congregations across our
denomination, the United Church of Christ, are
contributing to Neighbors in Need (NIN), a fund
designated for mission work - that we might accomplish
together what we cannot by ourselves. Issues of hunger,
inequality, poverty, systemic racism, as well as
coordinated response to natural disasters and man-made
catastrophes, are some of the ongoing efforts funded by
this offering.

Alocal church with a food pantry may receive funds from
NIN, but so will an advocacy groups advocating for
systemic change. The money collected through the
Neighbors in Need offering is shared, with two-thirds
benefiting the justice and witness ministries of the UCC,
and one-third of the offering benefits the Council for
American Indian Ministries (CAIM).

MNeighbors in Need
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Leading today’s worship service:

Rev. Dr. Guillermo Marquez-Sterling Pastor
Dr. Ryan Holder Choir Director
Mrs. Marcia Byrd Liturgist

To learn more about our church, visit our website at
www.churchoftheredrocks.com

To speak with the pastor or lay leader,
call the church office at (928) 282 -7963
receptionist@churchoftheredrocks.com

54 Bowstring Drive
Sedona, AZ 86326

To give in a way that is not only
simple and safe, but also efficient
and cost-effective for the church,
please scan the QR code.
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