
 

 

 

 

Hope Lives Here 

 

 

 

October 12, 2025 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 



Order of Service 
 

“Look around, look around at how lucky we are  
to be alive right now.”                                      

~ Lin-Manuel Miranda, from Hamilton 
 

WELCOME  
Welcome to this sacred space.  

Whether you are full of faith or full of questions,  
whether you come with joy or with grief,  

whether you are here every week or today is your first time,   
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here.  
 

HISTORICAL DEDICATION                                        Karen Barrow  
 
PRELUDE            “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 

Arr. John Turner                        
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP              Please stand as you’re able 

Come, you who are weary and wounded, you who are 
radiant and rising. 

We come as we are, beloved and becoming. 

We carry the wounds of being told we’re too much or not 
enough. 

Still, here we are, with our stories, scars, and strength. 

God calls us to this place. God sees us. We need not fear. 

We worship the One who made us in love and calls us to 
live in joy. 
 
* OPENING HYMN  “All Are Welcome”   

Marty Hague 
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*  OPENING PRAYER 
 

Holy One, You who named us before we were born, You 
who claimed us in the waters of baptism, You who have 
walked with us during times of grief and joy, meet us here 
today. Make this space holy with your presence. Make our 
hearts soft enough to be moved and strong enough to be 
bold. Let joy rise, let fear fall away, and may your Spirit 
move among us. Amen. 
 

POETIC READING    
The Dream That Must Be Interpreted    by Rumi 

 (selected verses) 

This place is a dream. Only a sleeper considers it real. 
And then death comes like dawn,  

and you wake up laughing.  
 

A man goes to sleep in his hometown  
And he dreams of life in another town.  

The world is that kind of sleep.  
 

The dust of many crumbled cities settles  
over us like a forgetful doze but  

our souls are older than those cities.  
Though we seem to be sleeping,  

there is an inner wakefulness 
That directs the dream and startle us  

back to the truth of who we are.  
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING           Genesis 32: 22 – 31  
 

ANTHEM                         “The Journey”          arr. Joseph Martin 
CRR Chancel Choir 

3 



THE CONVERSATION                    Rev. David Ragan 
Rev. Dr. Guillermo Márquez-Sterling 

 

GIFT OF MUSIC  
“Over the Rainbow/What a Wonderful World” 

Israel Kamakawiwoʻole 
Andrew Schroeder, soloist 

           

OUR OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT  
Dave and Amy Andrews  (see insert) 

 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 
 

MOMENT OF GIVING  

Consider your generous giving as an expression of your faith, 
and your belief in the importance of the church in today’s 
world. There are baskets in the rear of the church, for you to 
place your offering. You also can make a donation via our QR 
code printed below. 
 

* CLOSING HYMN                                               No. 18 (vs 1 & 3) 
“Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer” 

 

*  BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                   “Great Is the Lord”       arr. Jack Schrader            

*********** 

Leading today’s worship service 
Rev. Dr. Guillermo Márquez-Sterling                        Pastor 
Dr. Ryan Holder                      Choir Director 
Gene Moore                                                          Liturgist 
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OUR GUEST PREACHER NEXT SUNDAY 
REV. DR. GEORGE AULT 

 
Rev. Dr. George Ault is our Pastor Emeritus, a title he earned 
after serving for 30 years as Senior Pastor from 1985 to 2015. 
George led our church in two construction projects and 
fostered a spirit of service that stimulated new ministries and 
community projects. During his time with us, the church 
created the Verde Valley Caregivers and the NAU Choir Music 
Interns. His wife, Claudia, was very involved in the broader 
Sedona community and served for 25 years in Rainbow Acres 
Board of Directors.  

Recently, George answered the call to serve at Black 
Mountain UCC in Scottsdale and continues to be actively 
involved with the United Church of Christ.   

 

To learn more about our church, visit our website at 
www.churchoftheredrocks.com 

 

To speak with the pastor or lay leader,  
call the church office at (928) 282 -7963 

 
54 Bowstring Drive 
Sedona, AZ 86326 

 
To give in a way that is not only 
simple and safe, but also efficient 
and cost-effective for the church, 
please scan the QR code. 

  

http://www.churchoftheredrocks.com/


 
The Church of the Red Rocks 

Open and Af�irming Resolution 
 

Still Speaking God, we the community at The Church 
of the Red Rocks, seek to be a body of Christians who 
celebrate and live in openness to your voice. 
Therefore, we covenant with you and one another as 
we seek to live Christ’s compassion, promote justice, 
healing and wholeness of life.  
 

As Children of God, we celebrate the beauty and 
uniqueness of each expression of God’s diverse family 
as well as our oneness in Christ, and believe that 
attitudes and acts of injustice, discrimination and 
violence work against the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 As such, we welcome into our community persons  
of every gender, age, race, nationality, sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, mental 
and physical ability, economic and social status, 
political background, faith background, marital 
standing and family structure. We invite all to share 
fully in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings and  
joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together 
in faith and love.  
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