Church of ’rhe Red Rocks
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Hope [ives ffere

September 7, 2025
Communion Sunday




ORDER OF SERVICE

There’s always two choices: commitment or fear.
~Sammy Davis Jr.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Whoever you are or wherever you
might be on life’s journey.
You are welcome here.

*Congregation standing in body or in spirit

PRELUDE “Jesus, Name Above All Names”
arr. John F. Wilson
* CALL TO WORSHIP Please stand as you’re able

Come, all who are burdened by the cares of this world.

We come, even with our doubts, fears, and divided loyalties,
seeking the love of God that binds us as a community.
Jesus said, "Whoever holds on to their possessions cannot be
my disciple".

We confess that our attachments often keep us from
embracing God’s complete truth.

And so, we gather not for leisure, but to find the joy of following
Jesus.

We come, O God, to surrender everything, to carry our
crosses, and to find our purpose as followers of

Christ. Amen.

* OPENING HYMN No. 417 (vs. 1,3 &5)
“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”
Brian Wren



* PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Gracious and loving God, we gather in your presence,
acknowledging that you are always more ready to hear us
than we are to pray. You have created us for greatness and
love, and we are thankful for your constant welcoming
presence in our lives.

Open our hearts and minds to your loving and challenging
guidance. Help us to see your image within ourselves and
each other, and to listen and learn so that we may grow in
your grace. Amen.

POETIC READING The Summer Day Mary Oliver
GIFT OF MUSIC
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 14: 25-33

HYMN OF PREPARATION
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me

SERMON Am | Walking with, or Following?
COMMUNION ANTHEM CRR Choir
“Come to the Table” Earlene Rentz

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Our table is open to all people. All are invited and welcome.
Gluten free bread is available.



Invitation

Words of Institution

Prayer of Blessing

Breaking of Bread & Sharing of the Cup

GIFT OF MUSIC “Come Christians, Join to Sing”
Arr. Becki Slagle Mayo

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Good and gracious God, you have blessed us once again.

We have been moved, even if it’s ever so slightly, toward
your love. We pray this love remain with us, and that it fills
us with joy, so we may become joyful ambassadors of your
Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
arr. John Carter

Leading today’s worship service

Rev. Dr. Guillermo Marquez-Sterling Pastor
Dr. Ryan Holder Choir Director
Ms. Kathy Rostedt Liturgist

To give in a way that is not only simple
and safe, but also efficient and cost-
effective for the church, please scan the
QR code.




ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025

We want to keep our beloved members and friends in our prayers.
Please pray for:
eBethune Family eNancy C. eHelene L. ® Davis H. ® Gertrude M. ¢ Chuck G. ¢ Elaine G.
eSuzanne M. ePatti P. eBarbie T. eSteve W. ® Ron W. eJed S. ¢ Luther
If you know anyone in need of prayers,
please contact the church office.

Monday 8 Game On! Afternoon of fun games
1pm

Monday 8 Full Moon and the Bible Full Moon Saloon at the VOC
4:30pm

Sunday 14 Second Sunday Potluck Fall Gathering with burgers
10:45am and hot dogs

Tuesday 16 Politics and our Christian Faith  Christian Nationalism
12pm

Thursday 18 2026 Cruise Information “The Journeys of Paul”
10:30am

Thursday 18 = Handbell Choir Rehearsal First Day Back!

3:30pm

Sunday 21 Guest Preacher Ms. Emily Mullenix
9:30am

Sunday 21 at 10:45am Special Congregation Meeting

All available members are asked to attend a Special Congregational Meeting after
the worship service on Sunday, September 21. The purpose of the meeting is for

the congregation to approve an investment plan for the remaining monies from
the sale of the lower parking lot. A copy of the motion if available at the information
table in PCH.
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Church of ’rhe Red Rocks
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

An Open and Affirming Congregation

WELCOME!

We are so glad you worshiped with us today, and we hope your
time with us is meaningful to you. There is a lot going on at The
Church of the Red Rocks. If you have any questions, please
contact the church office, or visit our website.

The Rev. Dr. Guillermo Marquez-Sterling Pastor
Dr. Ryan Holder Director of Music
Mr. Alec Wilkes Pianist
NAU Choral Interns CRR Choir
Mrs. Jussara Wagner Church Administrator
Mrs. Suzanne Moore Musician Emeritus
Rev. Dr. George Ault Pastor Emeritus

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday ~ 9am to 4:30pm

54 Bowstring Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336
Office phone number (928) 282-7963
Email: receptionist@churchoftheredrocks.com
Website: www.churchoftheredrocks.com



http://www.churchoftheredrocks.com/

	Website:  www.churchoftheredrocks.com



